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MIL ADDEES ALSO FOR POLAD 

1. DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF CALLED ME AGAIN A LITTLE AFTER 
6 PM LOCAL TIME TODAY TO SAY THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD 
DECIDED NOT REPEAT NOT TO PRESENT A NOTE TO THE GOT IN ANKARA 
TODAY CONCERNING THE NEW ALLEGED UNAUTHORIZED TURKISH 
OVERFLIGHTS OF GREEK ISLANDS IN THE EASTERN AEGEAN. AVEROFF 
SAID IT HAD BEEN DECIDED TO CHECK EACH AND EVERY DETAIL OF 
THE UNAUTHORIZED OVERFLIGHTS BEFORE PRESENTING ANOTHER PROTEST 
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TO THE GOT. HE SAID THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WANTED TO BE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN OF ITS FACTS SO THAT TURKEY WOULD NOT BE 
ABLE TO DISMISS THE GREEK CHARGES, OR CHARACTERIZE THE 
GREEK CHARGES, AS ''PROVOCATIVE,” BECAUSE OF SOME SMALL 
FACTUAL ERROR IN THE GREEK ALLEGATIONS. 

2. 1 TOLD AVEROFF THAT I HAD ALREADY CONVEYED TO APPRO- 
PRIATE U.S. AUTHORITIES THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS OTHER CON- 
VERSATION WITH ME EARLIER THIS AFTERNOON AND THAT I WOULD 
NOW DO THE SAME WITH THIS NEW INFORMATION. 

3. COMMENT: PERHAPS WHAT AVEROFF TOLD ME JUST NOW IS 
AN ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT'S POSITION AND 
DECISIONS BEING MADE. HOWEVER, I AM NOT CONVINCED THAT 
WE SHOULD TAKE IT AT FACE VALUE. ONE OTHER POSSIBILITY 
IS THAT PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS HAS OVER-RULED THE POSITION 
OF AVEROFF AND THE GREEK SERVICE CHIEFS THIS AFTERNOON, OR 
THAT GREEK AUTHORITIES HAVE HAD SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT 
INCREASING THE ALREADY SERIOUS TENSIONS IN GREEK-TURKISH 
RELATIONS. ALSO, FURTHER INFORMATION MAY HAVE BECOME 
AVAILABLE TO THEM DURING THE AFTERNOON TO MAKE AVEROFF 
QUESTION THE ACCURACY OF EARLIER REPORTS. IN ANY CASE, 
HOWEVER, THE POTENTIAL REMAINS FOR A SERIOUS AND RAPID 
ESCALATION OF INCIDENTS IN THE AEGEAN THAT COULD RESULT IN 
SOME DEGREE OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY; 

AND I WISH TO RESTATE MY EARLIER RECOMMENDATION (REFTEL) 
THAT PROMPT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO SOME APPROPRIATE WAY 
OF TAKING THIS UP ALSO WITH TURKISH AUTHORITIES. 

KUBISCH 
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